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2022 Midterm Summary (so far)

• Democrats retain majority party control of Senate, Republicans likely to have 
narrow majority in House 
• Georgia runoff on December 6

• Polarization remains high, partisans voted for their party’s candidate

• Polling was a better predictor than fundamentals

• 2022 was not a referendum on President Biden

• Democrats out-performed polls a bit

• High turnout (but not ashigh as2018)

• Norms of concession observed





The“Swing” 
from 2020

(Based on Senate
races)

No uniformity in
partisan trends
which suggests the 
importance of local 
contexts.



Senate Midterm Elections

● Over the past century, the out party has gained Senate seats in 18 
out of 26 midterms

● In 2022, each party defended five competitive seats 

Democrats:  Kelly (AZ), Bennet (CO), Hassan (NH), Warnock (GA), Cortez Masto (NV)
Republicans: Open (PA), Johnson (WI), Rubio (FL), Open (NC), Open (OH)

● Republicans endorsed by Trump in swing states 

○ Vance in Ohio, Oz in Pennsylvania, Masters in Arizona, Walker in Georgia

● Democrats won Pennsylvania, runoff in Georgia on Dec. 6





House Midterm Elections

● Over the past century, the out party has gained seats in almost every 
midterm election

○ Referendum on the President

○ Presidential approval and the economy matter

● In 2022, Republicans need only 5 seats to take the majority

Democrats defended 59 competitive seats
Republicans defended 26 competitive seats

● Fewer swing districts

○ In 2020, only 16 congressional districts split their votes

● Redistricting effects gave an edge to GOP (but not as large as in 2012)





Nationalized 
election?



































Governors



Turnout

• 2022 turnout was 
higher than 2018 in 
many places.

• Youth turnout (18-29) 
second highest in 
history, but still only 
27%.



Election 
deniers -
House



Election 
deniers -
Senate



Election deniers
- Other

• Election deniers who were running for office in swing 
states and who will have control over the next election 
cycle mostly lost.



How did the 
polls do?
• Positive numbers indicate a 

Democratic polling bias (most 
present in 2020)

• Negative numbers indicate a 
Republican polling bias (most 
present in 2022)

• 2020 mean: 4.2

• 2022 mean: -0.9

• Polls did very well this year.



Election 
Administration
–
decentralized

Over 8,000 
jurisdictions 

across 50 states
+DC

Most election 
administration 
offices have 
fewer than 5 

staff

Errors happen, 
but rarely 
indicate 

systematic 
problems or 
bad actors

Some hiccups in 
2022, but 

overall very 
smooth

Credit: Charles Stewart and Paul Gronke



Hiccup#1

• Printing problem led 
to ballot scanning 
issues in Maricopa 
County, AZ

• Quickly and 
competently 
addressed by 
administrators

Credit: Charles Stewart and Paul Gronke



Hiccup#2

• Election workers did 
not reset clocks at 
some vote centers in 
Bell County, TX

Credit: Charles Stewart and Paul Gronke



Hiccup#3

• Poll worker in South 
Bend, Indiana was 
wearing a “Make 
American Great Again” 
hat.

• Judge ruled it was not 
electioneering because it 
did not advocate for a 
candidate (also Trump not 
on ballot)

Credit: Charles Stewart and Paul Gronke



Hiccup#4

• DDoS (Distributed denial-
of-service) attack in 
Mississippi took election 
websites offline.

• Possibly nefarious

Credit: Charles Stewart and Paul Gronke



Trust and confidence

Credit: Charles Stewart and Paul Gronke



Notables

First Black Governor of Maryland 
Only Black Governor in the country
Only the third Black Governor elected since Reconstruction (D)

First female Governor of Arkansas (R)



Notables

First openly lesbian Governor
First female Governor of Massachusetts (D)

First Native American Senator in two decades
First Native American Senator from Oklahoma in a century 
(R)



Notables

First Gen-Zer elected to Congress (age 25) 
Democrat (FL-10)

First female Governor of New York (D)



Notables

First woman elected to Congress from Vermont. 
Vermont is the last state to send a woman to 
congress for the first time.
First openly gay person to represent Vermont. (D)

First woman elected to the Senate 
from Alabama. (R)



Notables

First Latino elected to the Senate from California. 
(D)

First Black woman elected to Congress 
from Pennsylvania. (D)



Notables
First Latina to represent Illinois in 
Congress. (D)

First Latina elected to 
Congress from Colorado. 
(D)

First openly gay person 
elected to Congress from 
Illinois. (D)


