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Introduction to the Libraries
The Twin Cities have 5 main library locations and 7 branch locations

East Bank
● Walter Library
● Health Sciences (U Card Required)
● Math in (Vincent Hall)
● Architecture & Landscape 

Architecture Library (Rapson Hall)
● Journalism Library (Murphy Hall)
● Wangensteen Historical Library of 

Biology and Medicine

West Bank
● Wilson Library
● Elmer L. Andersen Library 
● Music Library (Ferguson Hall)
● Law Library (Mondale Hall)

St. Paul
● Magrath Library
● National Resource Library



Introduction 
to the 
Libraries



Using the Libraries: Retiree Privileges
University of Minnesota 
employees who left the 
University with retirement 
eligibility retain their full 
employee library privileges:
● borrowing print materials
● remote access to 

electronic resources
● interlibrary loan 



Using the Libraries: Retiree Privileges
To be eligible to have full access to the Libraries, 
University, faculty and staff members must:
● be age 50 to 54 with 15 years of service, or
● be age 55 or older with five years of service, or
● have 30 years of service regardless of age

You will have access to the library resources at the campus 
where you worked.



Using the Libraries: Retiree Privileges

Retiree privileges should seamlessly 
continue after your retirement, though 
this depends on your department 
promptly processing your retirement 
paperwork. If you are a retired employee 
and do not have library privileges, please 
contact your department first.



Using the Libraries: Without Retiree Privileges

Friends of the Libraries -$80 (or $40 for members of the UMN 
Alumni Association)

● Print material borrowing 
● Invitations to lectures, exhibit openings, author readings, and 

other special events at the University Libraries.
● Discounts at the University of Minnesota Bookstores located 

in Coffman Memorial Union.
● Subscriptions to publications for Friends and supporters of 

the Libraries.



Using the Libraries: Without Retiree Privileges

General Public Access
● Most library spaces are open to public during all business 

hours.
● Access to print materials for use in the libraries, including 

special collections and archives.
● Access to most electronic resources are available on-site, on 

library computer workstations. 

All Minnesota residents have access to select electronic 
resources via eLibrary Minnesota. Don’t forget about your public 
library too!



Libraries Electronic Resources

lib.umn.edu

https://www.lib.umn.edu/


Popular Reading Collections
Wilson, 
Walter, & 
Magrath 
Libraries



Popular Reading Collections

Online 
through 
Overdrive 
and the 
Libby app.

https://www.lib.umn.edu/collections/popular-reading



Archives & Special Collections 

All physical collections are stored in secure storage only accessible by staff and 
collection material can only be viewed by the public in our Reading Room.



Donating to the Archives 
The Archives considers all types of materials 
including, but not limited to: 
● Biographical materials
● Correspondence
● Research files and data
● Notebooks and journals
● Course materials
● Presentations, talks, and writings
● Professional and university service

Contact the Archives at uar@umn.edu



Archives & Special Collections
https://umedia.lib.umn.edu/ 



Exhibits, Events, and Workshops

https://www.continuum.umn.edu/events/


Library Resources for all Minnesotans



Library Resources for all Minnesotans

Remember your library card!

https://elibrarymn.org/
https://elibrarymn.org/




Looking for assistance from a 
librarian?

or use the Chat/e-mail 
service at your local library

https://askmn.org/


Want a book that’s not available 
at your local library?

or
Interlibrary Loan 
from your local 
library

https://mnlink.org/


https://mlpp.pressbooks.pub/


https://mndigital.org/


Search Tips



Search tip - Google

Advanced Search

https://www.google.com/




Search tip - Google Scholar 

Settings - Library links

https://scholar.google.com/




Search tip - U Libraries catalog

Advanced Search - Catalog only

https://www.lib.umn.edu/






Search tip - Subject indexes 

https://www.lib.umn.edu/


Search tip - Subject indexes 

Start with the perfect title

https://www.lib.umn.edu/


Search tip - Subject indexes 

Make use of the assigned 
Subject Terms







Proxy Bookmarklet

U of M access from 
publisher’s websites, etc

https://www.lib.umn.edu/services/bookmarklet

https://www.lib.umn.edu/services/bookmarklet






Need Help?

Email us:
Carissa Tomlinson
toml0035@umn.edu

Julie Kelly
jkelly@umn.edu 

Check out the 24/7 chat through 
Libraries website: lib.umn.edu

Or
AskMN: https://askmn.org/

mailto:toml0035@umn.edu
mailto:jkelly@umn.edu
https://askmn.org/
https://askmn.org/


Questions?



Additional Resources
UMN Libraries Borrowing Privileges

Friends of the Libraries
UMN Libraries Events, Exhibits and Workshops

Genealogy Guide
Health Sciences Library

https://www.lib.umn.edu/about/borrowing
https://www.continuum.umn.edu/friends/
https://www.continuum.umn.edu/events/
https://libguides.umn.edu/genealogy
https://hsl.lib.umn.edu/

