
 

Bibliography for Nature Close to Home, compiled by Carol Urness 

Attenborough, David. The Life of Birds. London: British Broadcasting Corporation, 1998. 

He also hosted a recent television program about the singing of birds (and also of 

lemurs).  

Badger, David (text) and John Netherton (photos), Frogs. New York: Crestline, 2011, 

originally published in Minneapolis by Voyageur Press in 1995. 

Breckenridge, W. J. Reptiles and Amphibians of Minnesota. Minneapolis: University of 

Minnesota Press, 1944 (3rd printing, 1970). Wonderful text. “Breck” was the Curator of 

the James Ford Bell Museum of Natural History. 

Brodie, Harold J., The Bird’s Nest Fungi. Toronto and Buffalo: University of Toronto 

Press, 1975. Very small, interesting mushrooms.  

Brodo, Irwin M., Sylvia Duran Sharnoff, and Stephen Sharnoff. Lichens of North 

America. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2001. Over 800 folio pages; weighs about 

eight pounds. Encyclopedic work; outstanding.  

Burris, Judy and Wayne Richards, The Life Cycles of Butterflies. North Adams, MA: 

Storey Publishing, 2006. A book for children, including most of us. Nice.  

Capinera, John L, Ralph D. Scott, and Thomas J. Walker. Field Guide to Grasshoppers, 

Katydids, and Crickets of the United States. Ithaca: Comstock Publishing Associates, a 

Division of Cornell University Press, 2004. An excellent guide; great illustrations  

Carlson, Bruce M. A North Country Lake Throughout the Seasons. Golden Valley, MN: 

Woodtick Press, LLC, 2023. Accompanied by video files that are purchased separately. 

We will probably see more of this in the future.  



Case, Frederick W., Jr., Orchids of the Western Great Lakes Region, revised edition. 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan: Cranbrook Institute of Science, 1987. 

Coffin, Barbara and Lee Pfannmuller, editors. Minnesota’s Endangered Flora and 

Fauna. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1988. A labor of many of 

Minnesota’s most dedicated naturalists; an essential book relating to conservation.  

Coffman, John Henry, How to know the Butterflies: A Manual of the Butterflies of 

Eastern United States. New York: D. Appleton, 1904.  

Collins, James P. and Martha L. Crump, Extinction in Our Time: Global Amphibian 

Decline. New York: Oxford University Press, 2009. Study of frogs.  

Douglas, Matthew M., The Lives of Butterflies. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 

1984. 

Dowden, Anne Ophelia, Wild Green Things in the City: A Book of Weeds. New York: 

Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1972. The same author has written books on flowers and 

trees, beautifully written and illustrated by the author’s paintings. Great books!   

Du Bois, Bob and Mike Reese (photographer), Damselflies of the North Woods: A field 

guide to all 46 northern damsels. Duluth: Kollath-Stensaas Publishing, 2005. Another 

outstanding title in the North Woods Naturalist Series.  

Eaton, Eric R. and Kenn Kaufman, Field Guide to the Insects of North America. New 

York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007. 

Eifert, Virginia. Birds in Your Back Yard. Springfield, Illinois: Printed by the authority of 

the State of Illinois, 1945. First edition, 1941. A fascinating book, with fine illustrations 

by the author.  



Eisner, Thomas, For Love of Insects. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Belknap Press of 

Harvard University, 2003. A beautiful book with a very helpful text.  

Elliott, Lang and Wil Hershberger. The Songs of Insects. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 

Company, 2007. Outstanding photographs and text; CD of the songs.  

Foelix, Rainer F. Biology of Spiders. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011. The third 

edition of a textbook originally published in 1979, revised and updated by the author. The 

book has wonderful drawings and photographs, footnotes, an extensive bibliography and 

an index. It is a fine textbook on spiders and their lives.  

Glassberg, Jeffrey, Butterflies of North America. New York: Sterling Publishing 

Company, 2002. Book by a butterfly expert.  

Gunderson, Harvey L. and James R. Beer, The Mammals of Minnesota. Minneapolis: 

University of Minnesota Press, 1953. Classic work. 

Hahn, Jeff, Insects of the North Woods. A handy field guide to 444 of our most distinctive 

and interesting insects. Duluth: Kollath+Stensaas Publishing, 2009. North Woods 

Naturalist Series. 

Hanson, Thor. Feathers: The Evolution of a Natural Miracle. New York: Basic Books, 

2011. Well-written, fascinating.  

Haupt, Lyanda Lynn Haupt, Crow Planet: Essential Wisdom from the Urban Wilderness. 

New York: Little Brown and Company, 2009. Interesting study.  

Hazard, Evan B., The Mammals of Minnesota. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 

Press, 1982. Classic book.  

Headstrom, Richard, Nature in Miniature. New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1968. One of 

several books by Headstrom about viewing nature “close up” with hand lens or 



microscope. “You will be amazed at what you will see with one of these optical aids…” 

p. xiii. 

Henderson, Carrol L., Birds in Flight: The Art and Science of How Birds Fly. 

Minneapolis: Voyageur Press, 2008. A fine book with wonderful photos on a great 

subject. The author has also written an excellent book on the eggs of birds.  

Herberstein, Marie Elisabeth. Spider Behaviour: Flexibility and Versatility. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2011. A hefty book of nearly 400 pages by fifteen spider 

experts from all over the world. Not an easy read but good.  

Himmelman, John. Discovering Moths: Nighttime Jewels in Your Own Backyard. 

Camden, Maine: Down East Publishers, 2002. A good “how to do it” book. 

Howell, W. Mike and Ronald J. Jenkins. Spiders of the Eastern United States: A 

Photographic Guide. Boston, MA: Pearson Education, Inc., 2004. A fine guidebook with 

outstanding photographs. 

Janssen, Robert B. Birds in Minnesota. Revised and Expanded Edition. With David 

Cahlander. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1987, 2019. An epic work. 

Years of observations and records for our birds; illus with photos from over 30 

contributors. Essential.  

Karns, Michael, Dennis Becker and Lisa Golden Schroeder, Untamed Mushrooms: From 

Field to Table. A Midwestern Guide. St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 2018. 

Folio size with absolutely glorious photographs. Recipes. Even if you would never 

consider eating a wild mushroom, this is a fantastic book.  

Kaston, B.J. and Elizabeth Kaston. How to Know the Spiders. Dubuque, IA: Wm. C. 

Brown Company, 1953. An old, good standard. Authors write: “Familiarity with spiders 



dispels the almost universal fear with which they are regarded, and in a world full of 

fears, we can very well do with one less.” p. iv.  

King, Scott, Flower Flies of Minnesota. Minnetonka, MN: Pollination Press LLC, 2021.  

Also known as hover flies. Little-known group of insects mostly overlooked. Easy to see 

near you. 

Kroodsma, Donald. The Singing Life of Birds: The Art and Science of Listening to 

Birdsong. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2005. The songs of birds are receiving 

special attention. This a pioneering work in this field. Includes a CD.  

Kuo, Michael and Andrew S. Methven, Mushrooms of the Midwest. Urbana: University 

of Illinois Press, 2014. A heavy folio book, with many, many photographs. A great 

reference work.  

Macy, Ralph W. and Harold H. Shepard. Butterflies: A Handbook of the Butterflies of the 

United States, Complete for the Region North of the Potomac and Ohio Rivers and East 

of the Dakotas. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1941. A classic. Great book.  

Marrone, Teresa and Kathy Yerich, Mushrooms of the Upper Midwest. Cambridge, MN: 

Adventure Publications, 2014. Excellent, pocket size.  

Mollen, Cora and Larry Weber, Fascinating Fungi of the North Woods. Duluth: Kollath 

+Stensaas Publishing, 2007. North Woods Naturalist Series. A great book with wonderful 

hand-painted illustrations. 

Money, Nicholas P., Mushroom. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011. My favorite. 

Montgomery, Sy. Nature’s Everyday Mysteries: A field guide to the world in your 

backyard. Shelburne, Vermont: Chapters Publishing Ltd., 1993. An excellent book on 

viewing nature at home.  



Moriarty, John J. and Carol D. Hall, Amphibians and Reptiles in Minnesota. Minneapolis: 

University of Minnesota Press, 2014. The new edition is a much revised 

edition of: Barney Oldfield and John Moriarty, Amphibians & Reptiles Native to 

Minnesota. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1994. 

Moriarty, John J., and Siah L. St. Clair (photographer), A Field Guide to the Natural 

World of the Twin Cities. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2018. A perfect 

companion for the nature observer in this area. Photos are splendid; text is excellent, 

concise and informative. Great book. Also in paperback.  

National Geographic. Field Guide to the Birds of North America… any edition. The 

standard guide for most birders; should show great wear.  

Opler Paul, editor, The Complete Book of North American Butterflies. San Diego: 

Thunder Bay Press, n.d. 

Paulson, Dennis, Dragonflies and Damselflies of the East. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 

University Press, 2011.  

(Peterson, Roger Tory):  Day, John A. and Vincent J. Schaefer. Clouds and Weather: The 

concise field guide to the atmosphere. Peterson First Guides. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 

1991. 

(Peterson, Roger Tory): Pasachoff, Jay M. Illustrated by Wil Tirion, Solar System: The 

concise field guide to the planets, the sun, comets, and other objects in our solar system. 

Peterson First Guides. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1995. 

Peterson, Roger Tory—the series of Peterson guidebooks was the basic resource of most 

older nature watchers. The many books in the series are still very useful.  



Powell, Roger & Consie, Mammals of the North Woods: A handy field reference to all 68 

of our northern mammals. Duluth: Kollath-Stensaas Publishing, 2016. North Woods 

Naturalist Series.  

Powell, Roger A., The Fisher: Life History, Ecology, and Behavior.  2nnedition. 

Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1993. A fascinating book. 

Pyle, Robert Michael, The Audubon Society Handbook for Butterfly Watchers. New 

York: Charles Scribner’s, 1984. 

Risen, Kim and Cindy, Orchids of the North Woods. Duluth: Kollath+Stensaas, 2010. 

Another outstanding book from The North Woods Naturalist Series. 

Roberts, Thomas S., The Birds of Minnesota. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 

Press, 1932. Two folio volumes. The pioneering great book on Minnesota birds.  

Schuth, Matt. Nature at Our Doorstep: Observing plants, birds, mammals and other 

natural phenomena throughout the year with Matt Schuth Naturalist at the University of 

Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. Minneapolis: Nodin Press, 2017.  

Sheldon, Allen Blake, Amphibians & Reptiles of Minnesota, Wisconsin & Michigan: A 

field guide to all 77 species & subspecies. Duluth: Kollath+Stensaas Publishing, 2022. 

North Woods Naturalist Series. 

Sheldrake, Merlin. Entangled Live: How Fungi Make Our Worlds, Change  Our Minds & 

Shape Our Futures. New York: Random House, 2020. A book that shook the mushroom 

world.  

Sibley, David Allen, The Sibley Guide to Bird Life & Behavior. New York: Alfred A. 

Knopf. 2001. National Audubon Society. 500,000 copies of this book were sold in five 

months. Paperback edition in 2009.  



Sibley, David Allen, The Sibley Guide to Birds: A completely revised edition of Sibley’s 

landmark guide… New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2014. A masterpiece, for certain, though 

heavy to carry in the field!! Not related to the preceding title.  

Sibley, David Allen, The Sibley Guide to Trees. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2009. An 

identification guide. Author comments: “It will help you find the trees and know their 

names, but that is just the beginning. It is up to you to get to know them, learn their 

stories, and appreciate how much they do for us.” viii. 

Sibley, David Allen, Sibley’s Birding Basics: How to identify birds, using the clues in 

feathers, behaviors, and sounds. New York: Alfred A Knopf, 2002. In many ways this is 

the most helpful of all the author’s books!  

Silsby, Jill. Dragonflies of the World. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 

2001.  

Smith, Welby R. Ferns and Lycophytes of Minnesota. Photography by Richard W. Haug. 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 

Press, 2023.  

Smith, Welby R. Native Orchids of Minnesota. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 

Press, 2012. Revision of the author’s earlier book on orchids, cited next. Outstanding, 

wonderful photographs.  

Smith, Welby R., Orchids of Minnesota. Illustrations by Vera Ming Wong and Bobbi 

Angell. Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. Minneapolis: University of 

Minnesota Press, 1993.  



Smith, Welby R. Sedges and Rushes of Minnesota. Photography by Richard Haug. 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 

Press, 2018.  

Smith, Welby R., Trees and Shrubs of Minnesota. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 

Press, 2008. Author’s note: “Leaning new things is one of the delights of nature study.”  

Sogaard, Jim, Moths & Caterpillars of the North Woods: A handy field guide to over 300 

of our most distinctive and interesting moths. Duluth: Kollath+Stensaas Publishing, 2009. 

North Woods Naturalist Series. 

Tekiela, Stan., Mammals of Minnesota: Field Guide. Cambridge: Adventure Publications, 

2005. 

Urness, Carol. Critters, Creeks, Neighbors, and Woods: A Natural History of Isanti 

County. Minneapolis: Maple Ridge Press, P0 Box 18237, 2021. Out of print; second 

printing soon.   

 Walewski, Joe. Ferns & Allies of the North Woods: A handy field reference to all 86 of 

our ferns and allies. North Woods Naturalist Series. Duluth: Kollath+Stensaas 

Publishing, 2016. North Woods Naturalist Series. 

Walewski, Joe, Lichens of the North Woods: A field guide to 111 northern lichens. A 

Duluth: Kollath+Stensaas Publishing, 2007. North Woods Naturalist Series.  

Weber, Larry, Butterflies of the North Woods: Minnesota, Wisconsin & Michigan. 2nd 

edition. North Woods Naturalist Series. Duluth: Kollath+Stensaas Publishing, 2006. 

Weber, Larry. Spiders of the North Woods. 2nd edition. Duluth, MN: Kollath+Stensaas, 

2013. The best for Minnesota. Easy to use (even with difficult species), nice format to 

carry in the field. North Woods Naturalist Series. Great introduction. 



Young, Jon. What the Robin Knows: How Birds Reveal the Secrets of the Natural World. 

Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2012 (Mariner Paperback edition, 2013.) A very interesting 

backyard study that refers to files of audio recordings of bird songs. A site for the audio 

files is provided for them but I couldn’t make it work.  


