
UMRA Annual Meeting  

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

12:30 a.m. 

Campus Club West Wing 

In attendance: Approximately 139 people attended. 

Following lunch and a presentation by Mark Seeley, Eric called the meeting to order at 12:30. 

The minutes of the May 23, 2023 Annual Meeting, with a minor typo were corrected and approved. (The 

correction: “she” to “he” in second line). 

Eric provided the membership with highlights of the past year, and a few lowlights.   

• UMRA added over 200 new members, and we now have over 900 total members 

• Programs - forums, workshops, social events 

• Volunteer service – URVC 

o Over 7000 hours by over 500 volunteers – this would be equivalent of $250,000 

to the University and community 

o The Silver volunteer corps was developed to help new students 

• UMRA is in good financial shape 

• We have Increased engagement with the U, particularly with the University Senate and 

Regents  

• We have reached to Duluth and Morris retirees 

• Age Friendly U 

• UMRA members have made donations of over $37 million to the University 

• We have increased engagement with other organizations 

o AROHE- international higher education retirement groups 

o BigTen retirees Association 

o University Women’s Club 

Low-light – We were unable to resolve the email situation for the members 

Eric recognized the current members of the executive committee and the board of directors.  He also 

recognized previous UMRA presidents: -Ron Matross, Jan Morlock, Frank Cerra, Bill Donohue, Jerry 

Rinehart, Chip Peterson, Donna Peterson, and Jean Kinsey.   

Eric then thanked those who have served as leaders and members of the many UMRA committees and 

interest groups.   

Elections: Eric reported the election results. The officer slate was approved 234 to 1. Eric welcomed 

Diane Young as president-elect, new board member Peggy Mann Rinehart, returning board members Will 

Craig, Eric Hockert (as past-president), Russell Luepker, Ron Matross, Barbara Shiels, Julie Sweitzer, 

Diane Gihl, Michael Hancher, Jan Morlock, John Bantle, Kate Maple, and Jan McCulloch. Kristy Frost 

Griep, as treasurer, and Laurie Koch, as secretary, will continue in their current positions. Eric thanked 

departing board member, KaiMay Terry. 



Eric passed the gavel to Julie Sweitzer, UMRA president for 2024-2025.  Julie thanked Eric for his 

wonderful leadership this past year and presented gifts to Eric (golf balls, golf galaxy gift card, and a gift 

certificate for dinner). 

Eric announced upcoming summer events – Como Park picnic in June, Twins baseball game in June, and 

a boat trip on the Mississippi in August.   

The meeting was adjourned at 12:50. 


