
Family History Interest Group 

Annual Report 2025-2026


Craig Swan and Lynn C. Anderson co-chair the Family History Interest Group (FHIG) for 
UMRA.  In 2025-2026 we offered five programs from 10-11 a.m. on Wednesdays via 
Zoom.  Attendance ranged from 15 to 40??  We had announcements about our 
programs in the UMRA Newsletters and sent emails to all UMRA members a month 
and a week before each program. After each presentation we had 10-15 minutes for 
discussion and Q and A.  Each of our programs was recorded and is available for 
viewing on the UMRA website (not the FHIG page) and many of them are also on the 
UMAA Gold Mind website. 


September  3, 2025

Ilene Alexander presented about how she was searching for information about 
her ancestors, became part of a “Not Parent Expected” category of people 
whose DNA test brought unexpected discoveries.


November 12, 2025

	 Mike Amidon presented After my grandmother gave birth to her ninth 
child, my grandfather ran off with another woman. They were caught living 
together in a small town 250 miles away. This presentation will describe the 
three main characters and what happened next.


 

February 11, 2026

Jim Kurle presented “A tale of Swedish emigration to Dunn County, North 
Dakota” including my grandfather, whose unusual relationship to several 
churches, and religion in general, was one of the reasons for his emigrating.


March 11, 2026

Michelle Casey presented “DNA Testing and Analysis Using 23andMe, Ancestry, 
and MyHeritage.”


May 13, 2026

The May meeting is an open discussion among FHIG participants.  Everyone 
shares questions, insights, new resources, challenges, and we request ideas for 
topics for the coming year.  In addition, Craig Moody Craig Moody’s Swedish 
ancestors were among the 60,000 Swedes who chose to emigrate to the U.S. 
between 1868 and 1871, because of the poor economic conditions in their 
homeland. He has spent the last nine years investigating their history.





